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Causes of decreased enrollment
“The propensity for people to get
into higher education right now is
suffering,” said Blair Lord, the provost and vice president for academic affairs.
The cost of tuition to go into
higher education has risen, driven
in part by declining support in state
revenues, he said. Eastern’s state appropriations for Fiscal Year 2013 decreased by 6.1 percent, about $3
million.
In March, the Board of Trustees approved a 3.7 percent tuition
increase, the lowest increase in 11
years.
As the cost of attendance increases, need-based aid from the state
continues to decrease, Lord said,
adding that Illinois Monetary Award
Program grants have decreased by 21
percent in the last decade.
“Ten years ago, there was enough
for everybody that wanted it and
qualified, and it covered most of the
tuition bill,” he said. “Now, the vast
number of students who don’t apply
early enough are told there isn’t any
money left.”
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761 student decrease
since last year census
Eastern’s Fall 2012 enrollment totals 10,417 students, 761 fewer than
last year, caused in part by families
facing increased financial trials and
decreased aid, the provost said.
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Anime fans assemble

ENROLLMENT

By Rachel Rodgers
News Editor

SEPTEMBER 6, 2012

FALL 2012 ENROLLMENT FIGURES
LAST YEAR

THIS YEAR
9,255 on-campus
+ 1,162 off-campus
10,417 total

10,036 on-campus
+ 1,142 off-campus
11,178 total

Fewer than last year:
173 freshmen
120 sophomores
202 juniors
187 seniors
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In addition to increased cost and
decreased aid, students without adequate economic support systems
have increased.
For the past three years, students
with a zero expected family contribution, determined by the federal financial aid model, have increased,
Lord said.
He added that about 40 percent
of Eastern students are first-generation college students, who typically do not have the strong monetary
means of paying for college.
“It is a difficult environment right
now,” Lord said. “Families are challenged; we’re challenged.”
The overall decline in community
college enrollment also plays a factor
as about 40 percent of Eastern’s incoming students transfer from community colleges.
The university also faces competition from not only other state universities, but out-of-state schools as
well, he said.
“Illinois is now the second largest
state in terms of exporting students
to other states, so students are going

to Iowa, Indiana, Missouri and Wisconsin,” Lord said.
More out-of-state universities are
offering in-state tuition to Illinois
students, which can be more affordable than tuition at Illinois universities, he added.
“There are declining cohorts to
which to recruit and more people
trying to recruit them,” Lord said.
Lord also attributed the decrease
in enrollment to a delay effect where
large classes of students graduate
and smaller classes replace them. For
the past three years, classes of about
3,000 students have been graduating
without an equal number to replace
them.
This fall, seniors mark the largest class with 3,111 students, then
juniors with 2,229, freshmen with
1,941 and sophomores with 1,694,
according to s an Eastern enrollment
release.
Lord said university officials prepared for the enrollment decrease.
DECREASE, page 5
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Integration goal
for Veteran Services
Campus resources
for veterans
highlighted by Lt.
By Robyn Dexter
In-depth Editor

To help better incorporate veterans into the Eastern community, Veterans Services is hosting a series of workshops called the Veterans Integration Series.
The third session, to take place
Friday from noon to 1 p.m., is titled “Military and College Differences and Responsibilities.”
Lt. Col. Stephen Knotts, coordinator of Veterans and Military
Personnel Student Services, will
be presenting at the workshop and
helping veterans get more integrated into the Eastern community.
“Many veterans leave higher education after the first year,” he said.
“A big reason for that is that they
do not feel like they’re a part of the
campus.”
Knotts said he hopes to change
that.
“This Friday, we will be talking
about motivation, priorities and
goal-setting,” he said.
The program will be an opendiscussion format where veterans
can talk about their campus integration process and Veterans Services will be able to help them.
“We will be keying in on veterans’ experiences while they were in

any one of the armed forces,” he
said. “How they got their priorities
and set their goals will be our focus.”
Knotts said his goal is to help
veterans apply those same goals to
an academic setting as opposed to a
military setting.
“We also provide information on
where to go on campus to be able
to get additional help, like the Student Success Center or academic counseling and things like that,”
he said.
Knotts said this is the first year
they are trying the series of workshops.
“This is in response to several veterans saying ‘boy, I wish this
happened,’” he said. “We’ve had a
pretty low turnout, but I think advertising has been part of the problem the first two weeks.”
Knotts said he has been advertising via word of mouth and email
campaign, and he hopes the third
session is more successful.
“We would love to get 40 or 50
people, but we’ve only had a handful so far,” he said.
Knotts said he hopes veterans
take advantage of opportunities to
further their campus integration
process.
“We’re here to be able to help
veteran and military family members,” he said.
Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu

FITNESS

Couple walks more than 600 miles
System helps
Charleston family
get in shape
By Amanda Wilkinson
Staff Reporter

From May 1 to August 31, Chris
and Paul Kolling walked a combined total of about 600 miles after deciding in late 2011 to walk everyday.
They decided to increase their
miles after they got a newsletter from the Charleston Parks and
Recreation Department about the
“Walk to Wellness” program.
The Teutopolis Park District in
Teutopolis originally started the
“Walk to Wellness” program in
2011.
With their permission, recreation
department started their own Walk
to Wellness program.
Kim Wargo, recreation supervisor for Charleston Parks and Recreation, said they adopted the pro-

gram because it was a good way to
get people up and active and to promote the general heath of Charleston.
The program’s mission was to
have participants walk or run 266
miles in four months. This distance
in the same as if someone were to
travel a straight-line from Busch
Stadium in St. Louis to Wrigley
Field in Chicago.
In four months, participants
would have to travel the equivalent
of 2.16 miles per day to be put in a
raffle to win the prize of two Major
League Baseball tickets.
The first person drawn for the
raffle can have their choice of St.
Louis Cardinals or Chicago Cubs
tickets. The second person wins the
leftover tickets.
Wargo said about 30 people participated in the program and many
surpassed the 266 miles.
Some participants walked up to
400 miles by the end of the program.
MILES, page 5
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Right to left: Chris, 43, Paul, 47, Alec, 6, and Ryan Kolling, 9, walk near their home in Charleston Wednesday. While
they walk, Paul Kolling said, they like to talk about each other’s day.
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EIU weather
TODAY

Sunny
High: 82°
Low: 62°

FRIDAY

Showers
High: 86°
Low: 57°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Listen up, Lil Wayne
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Program continues
with expansion plan
Lakeview growing
because of
higher enrollment
By Tim Deters
Features Editor

Lakeview College of Nursing
recently began the second phase
of construction to expand its
Charleston campus, located at
580 W. Lincoln Ave.
Amy McFadden, the coordinator of recruitment and marketing, said the college tore
up asphalt and began leveling
ground in the beginning of August to make space for a new
classroom, resource room and a
new nursing skills lab.
Lakevie w began the first
phase of construction last summer, which included adding
new restrooms, establishing a
new main office and renovating
a classroom to double as a computer lab.
McFadden said the current
phase of expansion is necessary
to accommodate rapidly growing enrollment.
Enrollment has grown from
10 students in Fall 2001, when
the campus first opened, to 157
students for Fall 2012, she said.
“ T h a t ’s p r e t t y d r a m a t i c
growth over the years,” McFad-

den said. “With our enrollment
growing the way that it has,
there certainly became a need
for more space.”
The expansion will greatly relieve the demands placed
on classrooms and improve students’ experiences, McFadden
said.
“ We are always tr ying to
make sure that we have the appropriate resources to meet the
growing needs of our enrollment,” she said.
To date, Lakeview has received about $766,000 of $1.2
million that is expected from
the state as part of a grant
through the Illinois Board of
Higher Education in cooperation with the Illinois Independent Colleges Capital Improvement.
Lakeview has contributed
$600,000 to the construction,
which is estimated to cost $1.6
million, said Lakeview CEO
Dick Shockey.
Lakeview offers a Bachelor
of Science in Nursing and has a
partnership with Eastern to accept students who have earned
60 credit hours and completed
general education and prerequisite courses.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.
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Blake Morris, a senior theater arts major, recites a piece titled "Dreams of a
Ridiculous Man," an open letter to Lil Wayne, Wednesday in Seventh Street
Underground. Andrea Yarbrough, a senior English,African-American Studies major and president of the local NAACP, hosted an open mic night for
poetry and spoken word.

AC TIVITIES

Study abroad workshop to eliminate fears
Program myths
put to the test
By Robyn Dexter
In-depth editor

Students can uncover the myths
and misunderstandings of study
abroad at a workshop from 4:30
p.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday in the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Sara Boro, a graduate assistant
in the Study Abroad Office, said
the workshop will aim to stomp
out the myths of studying abroad,
such as it being too expensive.
“Many students think that
study abroad isn’t feasible because
it’s too expensive,” Boro said. “We

"Study abroad really is within reach
for any student."
Sara Boro, graduate assistant in the Study Abroad Office

want to show students that isn’t
necessarily true.”
Another myth the workshop will seek to bust is studying
abroad not fitting into certain majors.
“We have study abroad programs to fit all majors,” Boro said.
Kelly Holland, the coordinator
of the Study Abroad Office, will
present the event.
“(Holland) will talk about the
financial aspect of studying abroad
as well and how our office can

help,” she said.
Financial options such as financial aid and scholarships will be a
highlight of the workshop.
“We have exchange programs
ranging from just a week or two
to a whole year, so there’s really something for everybody,” she
said.
Boro said there will be time for
students to ask questions about
specific programs and learn what
is a good fit for them.
“Study abroad is beneficial to

The Daily Eastern News Is Hiring!
The Daily Eastern News is
looking for a copy editor
for this semester. Email:deneic@gmail.com
This person wil learn how
to use InDesign.
Call: 581-2812
Please contact us, if you are
interested.

Thirsty Thursday
$2 Domestic Bottles

$1 Shots
706 Lincoln Ave
217-512-2050

students because it really rounds
out the EIU experience,” she said.
“You can be in your comfort zone
but still push yourself to take
risks.”
Boro has completed study
abroad trips in Ecuador, Spain,
New Zealand and Australia.
She said study abroad can be a
great academic enhancer and help
to improve students on a personal level.
“We really just want to dispel
any confusion and any myths surrounding the program,” she said.
“Studying abroad really is within
reach for any student.”
Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.
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Anime fans assemble with enthusiasm
By Roberto Hodge
Staff Reporter

The Japanese Animation Society offers a chance for anime fans to come
together at 6 p.m. on Fridays in the
Coleman Auditorium to watch an entire anime series.
Neil Jacobs, a senior history major
and president of the club, said they try
to give members a better idea of what
anime is in general.
“Sadly, not many people know what
it is,” Jacobs said.
A general interest and love for anime is what influenced the start of the
club, he said.
LaValle Thomas, a senior graphic
design major and vice president of the
club, said he does not limit himself to
anime available in the U.S.
“I’ll take the time to watch what
isn’t even here yet—stuff that’s only
out in Japan,” he said.
In the beginning of each semester,
the club members vote for an anime
series or movie that wraps up an entire
anime series—if one is available.
Typically, an anime series may run
for 12 to 50 episodes, with the exception of some series with more than 100
episodes.

“We typically pick one series from
each of the five categories and two
movies,” Jacobs said.
The five main categories members
may choose from are Shonen (Action),
Shojo (Romance/Drama), Comedy,
Old School and Miscellaneous.
The club also takes part in different
anime events off campus.
“Originally, we would go up to see
ACen (Anime Central) in Rosemont,"
Jacobs said.
He added that club members would
bring costumes to wear on the convention floor.
ACen is a convention for anime
lovers who sometimes call themselves
“Otakus,” which is another term for
anime enthusiasts.
Within these conventions, vendors
sell anime, video games, action figures
and manga, which is a Japanese graphic novel.
Jacobs said “cosplaying,” dressing
up as one’s favorite anime character, is
popular among anime fans, and he described them as “walking pieces of art.”
Thomas is an avid Cosplayer who
has dressed up as Tobi from "Naruto," Finn from "Adventure Time" and
Wolfwood from “Trigun.”
“Cosplaying is like Halloween dur-
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Neil Jacobs, president of the Japanese Anime Society, stands in front of his anime movie collection. Anime is a
Japanese style of animation that usually consists of vibrant graphics and is usually meant for an adult audience.

ing the middle of the year except we
don’t get candy,” Thomas said. “Some
people take this really seriously.”
Jacobs said he was attracted to the
visual aspect of anime.
Emily Coates, a freshman foreign
language major and club member, said

she grew up around the genre.
Babs Stucker, a freshman art major,
said she was inspired by the genre.
“I love the art,” she said. “Anime’s
the thing that inspired me to draw.”
Jacobs said he owns close to 20 different series and movies.

“Otaku’s spend more money on anime related things than drug addicts,”
Thomas said.
Roberto Hodge can
be reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Rummage sale to support Habitat for Humanity
By Samantha McDaniel
Daily Editor

The fourth annual Habitat for
Humanity Rummage Sale will occur
on Friday and Saturday at the Wesley
United Methodist Church.
Kathy Hummel, one of the organizers of the Rummage Sale, said the
money they raise from the sale will
go into a fund used by the Coles
County Habitat for Humanity.
The sale will take place from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and 8 a.m.
to noon on Saturday.
Items that are available at the sale
include kitchen items, toys and decorations among other items.
Hummel said all the items they
will have on sale came from donations.
“I love to go to garage sales so
when I go to one that has especial-

BINGO
@ The MOOSE
Family Fraternity

615 7th Street
Non-members can play

TONIGHT
7 pm
217-345-2012

* MUST BE 21 *

ly nice things, I hand them a flyer,”
Hummel said.
Hummel said they also received
donations from area businesses, such
as light fixtures.
Hummel said this is the third year
the rummage sale has taken place
at the Wesley United Methodist
Church.
The first year of the sale, they
used the location that now houses their office, the Charleston Food
Bank and the Coalition For People
In Need.
“This goes into maintaining the
building, which is nice if something
happens,” Hummel said.
Ida Cockrum, a member of the
Coles County Habitat for Humanity board, said the sale is a great benefit to the program.
“The money could provide a new
roof if we need it, or if something

else goes wrong, we have money just
in case,” Cockrum said.
Cockrum said this is just one
of the few fundraisers they host
throughout the year.
Hummel said she got involved
with the rummage sale because she
enjoys the atmosphere.
“I’m just a volunteer who loves
rummage sales,” Hummel said.
Cockrum said she got involved
with Habitat for Humanity after
members of the organization helped
one of her co-workers be approved
for a home.
Hummel said volunteers are always needed and people can help out
with the sale.
After the sale, those who help
pack up the items can take home
items that were not sold.
Hummel said they enjoy working
with the Eastern chapter of Habitat

for Humanity.
“The EIU Habitat chapter set up
all the tables,” Hummel said. “Six of
us had them set up in about 20 minutes.”
The Eastern chapter will also be
helping during the sale and will help
pack up afterward.
“We certainly appreciate the EIU
connection,” Hummel said.
Cockrum said people can still
bring items during their set up hours
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday and
Friday.
People can donate gently used
household items to the sale.
“Clothing is not something we
need,” Cockrum said. “They can give
it to Salvation Army, who uses it for
their resale store.”
Hummel said there will be two
rooms filled with items for the sale.
The main room will contain items

that mostly cost 50 cents unless they
are marked otherwise.
Adjacent to the main room is the
parlor that will be filled with higher
priced items.
Hummel said there will also be
special sales within the sale.
From 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, people can fill a Walmart bag
with items for $1.
Wesley United Methodist Church
is located at 2202 Fourth Street in
Charleston.
Hummel said they have raised
$2,000 in seven hours during past
years.
Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
Amy Wywialowski contributed
to this report.

NUTRITION

Students explore healthy eating options
By Sharita Haris
Staff Reporter

Students heard ways to eat healthy
and control proportions Wednesday
during a Nutrition 101 program.
The Health Education Resource
Center presented “Nutrition 101:
How to Find your Balance,” a presentation addressing solutions for Eastern students to fit healthy eating in
between a busy class schedule, work
and other activities.
Rachael Jannusch, the nutrition
education coordinator, presented a
PowerPoint on nutritious facts along
with dietary trivia.
“I think the incentive of being
healthy for later on in life and preventing disease is good enough for
students,” Jannusch said.
Jannusch, a graduate student with
a concentration in dietetics, said living off-campus does not have to lead
to unhealthy eating habits.
“We do offer tons of free educational activities like hands-on cooking
activities,” she said. “These presenta-

tions are fun ways to really take ownership of your nutrition and health.”
Ashley Payne, a junior family and
consumer sciences major, said she
tries to eat healthy.
“I try to follow the guidelines everyday,” she said.
Many students seek helpful avenues to incorporate nutritious meals
or snacks in between classes, and Jannusch said it is important to have
healthy snacks for busy schedules.
“Being busy all the time it is hard,”
Jannusch said. “I try to pack snacks
with me when I’m on the go whether
it is fresh fruits or trail mix.”
Meghan Leineweber, a graduate
student with a concentration in dietetics, said she tries to follow the nutrition guidelines almost every day
but sometimes finds it hard to do so.
“It’s more challenging now than in
high school because my parents aren’t
there to make food for me, but I also
know more about food than I did
when I was in high school,” Leineweber said.
Along with healthy eating habits,

it is important to exercise, Jannusch
said.
Payne said she works out every day
to make sure she does not get out of
shape. She said she has not changed
her eating habits much since high
school and has made an effort to
maintain a healthy lifestyle.
“I still make time to eat healthy,”
Payne said. “I still buy fruits and vegetables.”
Leineweber said she also tries to be
healthy by working out.
She said she maintains a consistent
balance between classes and working
out by exercising three or four days a
week.
“I think when I was in my undergrad it was easier because I was
forced to because I was on the athletic team,” Leineweber said. “Now that
I’m in grad school, it’s little harder because I’m busy with class work all the
time.”
Sharita Haris can
be reached at 581-2812
or saharris2@eiu.edu.
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Rachel Jannusch, a dietetics graduate student, responds to a question
at the Nutrition 101 program. "It's
something I'm passionate about,"
Jannusch said. "To provide proper
nutrition information is important."
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Technology Politics, religion are never a good combination
can be good,
distracting
While technology is cool and all, students and professors need to be on the
same page when it comes to using said
technology in the classroom.
In Wednesday’s article of The Daily
Eastern News, “Professors have mixed emotions about technology,” we had a scavenger hunt for instructors with varying views
on technology usage in class — some dig
it, some don’t.
Some are tech savvy and all about
SMART boards and Desire2Learn, while
others are straight-up lecturers. In our
opinion, both kinds are great.
But professors should be open to using
technology in class. We’re not talking
about flashy slideshow presentations every
day, but just a little something to break up
the monotony once in a while is helpful.
Plus, using email and Desire2Learn
is the best way for us students to know
what’s going on. Grades, assignments and
updates can be posted there to keep us
informed and keep professors from a wave
of confused students. AND it saves trees.
Neat.
As for how students should be using
technology in the classroom, things start
to get sticky.
Some professors say right away on Day
One: No screens allowed whatsoever. Say
adios to all phones, laptops, ereaders, tablets, etc. for at least 50 minutes.
Others are a bit more lax; one awesome professor we found said he asks students who bring laptops to class what program they’re taking notes on and randomly checks up on them later.
But it shouldn’t have to come to that.
Far too many people think teachers aren’t
privy to the idea of Facebooking or tweeting for an entire class period.
When you’re spending the entire class typing furiously and giggling, it’s pretty obvious
you’re not taking notes on World War II.
Remember when Snape called out Harry on the first day of class, saying, “Then
again, maybe some of you have come to
Hogwarts in possession of abilities so formidable that you feel confident enough to
NOT. PAY. ATTENTION”? That could
happen to you. But worse, because you’ll
be Facebooking and not actually writing
down word-for-word what your professor
said, as Harry was.
Texting in class, on the other hand, is
just disrespectful. So don’t do it. Ever.
The News has altered its entire method of producing news in favor of going
online first, so we’re all for technology and
its advancement. We hope you’ve noticed
our influx of Facebook posts, tweets and
online projects.
So we’re fine with you bringing your
fancy pants technology to class. Just be
wise with your usage. Or if you’re going
to do it anyway, do something cool, like
check out dailyeasternnews.com.

The DAILY
EASTERN NEWS

“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor in Chief
Elizabeth Edwards

News Editor
Rachel Rodgers

Managing Editor Associate News Editor
Ashley Holstrom Nike Ogunbodede
Online Editor
Sara Hall

Opinions Editor
Seth Schroeder

The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

I’ve always been told never to argue
about politics or religion. Fruitless endeavors, such topics rarely result in much more
than name-calling and finger pointing.
That said, I’d like to offer a disclaimer for this
column—the following is not meant to offend, nor
argue for or against any religious or political affiliation. Instead, I merely want to make a point that I
hope will carry for the remainder of this election.
So let’s get to it; Tuesday marked the official start of the Democratic National
Convention, and as one would expect, the
event has already come under heavy fire
from the conservative base.
Of course, this is politics, and it was thus
hardly surprising, especially considering the array of monumental problems currently afflicting this country. A stagnant economy, weak job
growth, social issues like gay marriage and abortion and huge immigration reforms—every issue
fair game for pundits to attack the DNC with.
Yet despite these hot-button issues, the far-right
has chosen instead to focus on an entirely unimportant and petty issue, the DNC’s dropping of
the word “god” from their party platform.
Cut to Paul Ryan, Republican V.P. nominee, who blasted Democrats for their
“purge” of god. Ryan continued, stating

Robert Downen
that the omission is “not keeping with our
founding documents, our founding vision.”
While I won’t address in detail the absolute
fallacy in believing that America was founded
on theist ideals, it is worth mentioning that Ryan’s statements, while completely and entirely
false, made me seriously think about how religion affects our political systems.
Over the last four years, religion has been
overbearingly influential to our legislative
process. Whether gay marriage, abortion or
the belief (however ridiculous) that President
Obama is a Muslim, the separation of church
and state seems to have been all but ignored.
This isn’t necessarily a bad thing—religious
conviction is key in democracy, and should one
disagree with a policy because of religious belief, they have every right to.

However, what is disturbing is the growing
belief that one’s religion has anything to do with
the content of their character. The idea that being a Muslim, Jew, Sikh, Mormon, Atheist, Agnostic, etc. somehow negates one’s moral fiber is
flawed at best, inhumane at worst.
If the president is a Muslim, than the president is a Muslim, plain and simple. But to
assume that fact is problematic is to also assume that there is something wrong with being a Muslim—a dangerous thought, indeed.
I don’t mean to vilify the ultra-right with
that assertion—in fact, Democrats have
utilized equally despicable attacks regarding Mitt Romney and Mormonism.
I’m merely trying to say that our perception
of politicians should be based on their ability to
affect change for the good of the country, not
on the symbol they submit to or the name they
use to address god.
Religious conviction does not mirror
personal or moral integrity, and we’d be
wise as a country to realize that fact.
And that, Mr. Ryan, is this country’s
founding vision.
Robert Downen is a senior political science
and journalism major. He can be reached at
581-2818 or at denopinions@gmail.com
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Greenspace struggles to live, stand out on campus
As rain poured from the heavens Tuesday afternoon and everyone scampered to shelter, our
campus green space was holding on for dear
life, choking on the constant flow of rain.
The green space, which got a bad haircut
this summer, looked like a freshman doing his
or her first beer bong – it was trying to swallow too much (in this case, rain) all at once.
But they all learn, sooner or later, and the green
space will, too. That is, if it lives long enough.
For the past year, many people have complained about what the green space is supposed
to be (this columnist, included). It wasn’t even
green for the longest time.
It has had quite a life cycle. It was a parking lot, until they removed the cars and inserted construction trailers and sheet metal, which
never seemed to be used. Then, Eastern ripped
up the concrete and replaced it with mounds of
dirt. The grounds crew threw some grass seed
on it and hoped it’d grow (because placing sod
instead would’ve made for an obnoxious check
for the university to write).
At that point, we waited. The grass didn’t
grow until late last spring when the space final-

Alex McNamee
ly turned green. The process was complete – or
so we thought.
After a summer during which my car clocked
the outside temperature at 107 and 108 degrees
regularly, I came back to campus to find dirt,
again. Only this time it was a bevy of different
brown and grayish color tones.
The summer reintroduced us to the longstanding joke that was the green space.
If a student asked me where Buzzard Hall was,
I gave him or her clear and concise directions.
“It’s the building across the street from the dirt.”
I can’t tell you if they found Buzzard, but
I can assure you that the same person never
asked me twice. You can run the numbers on

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

that and tell me my success rate.
But although I joke about it now, I’m holding out hope for our green space and I think
the recent rain (Tuesday’s beer bong and last
weekend’s showers) could have helped. The
hope lies in the green blades of grass I see popping up each day.
This green space might be the last chance we
have to put grass somewhere on campus. Unless, of course, Carman Hall gets bulldozed to
the ground because of that whole floor-closing
thing last year.
Sadly though, this column brings me to a final thought – if you’re on campus for your first
year, you may not even know what the green
space is.
This evidence comes from a first-year student
in the newsroom Tuesday, who didn’t know
what the green space was after I’d mentioned it
in passing.
“It’s that rain-soaked dirt over there,” I said
as I pointed to the drowning space.
Alex McNamee is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-2818 or at
denopinions@gmail.com

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Everybody do your share

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Executive member
wants to register
1,000 voters
By Brian Vorce
Staff Reporter

As 15 new Student Senate members were sworn into office, the Student Senate pushed for voter registry at its first meeting of the semester Wednesday.
Student Senate tabled a proposal to set up posts around campus
encouraging students to register to
vote.
The main post would be placed
in the Library Quad with voter registry forms, balloons and a Student
Senate member dressed as Uncle
Sam.
Jarrod Scherle, the student executive vice president, said he wants
the Student Senate to register 1,000
voters before Election Day on Nov.
6.
Audrey Jorns, the deputy clerk
of the Coles County Clerk’s Office,
also emphasized the importance of
voter registration at the meeting.
She gave a crash course to the
students in attendance on the job of
a deputy clerk and how to help people fill out voter registration forms.
Student Body President Kaci
Abolt, a senior communication
studies major, swore in 15 new Student Senate members.
Elise Klaus, a freshman histo-

ry major, said she was both excited
and nervous about being a member.
Klaus said she hopes to join the
Student Senate diversity affairs
committee to help give a voice to
the LGBTQ community, which she
sympathizes with.
Some new members are not new
to Eastern.
Jesse Green, a senior finance major, said several openings in the Student Senate prompted him to apply
for a seat.
“They needed people, and it’s
something I wanted to do,” Green
said. “Now was the time.”
One of the Student Senate’s goals
expressed at the meeting was to enhance awareness of Student Senate
activities.
That particular resolution calls
for an outreach program that puts
Student Senate members into public areas around campus to talk with
students before each meeting.
The Student Senate meets at 7
p.m. every Wednesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

JOSHUA BRYANT | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior psychology majors Molly Ferris and Caitlin Garstkiewicz clean up trash in the Charleston community
Wednesday. Ferris and Garstkiewicz were participating in the National Residence Hall Honorary's Adopt-A-Street
where NRHH members cleaned up trash stretching from Grant Avenue to Lincoln Avenue and from Division
Street to 2nd Street.

MILES, from page 1

Brian Vorce can
be reached at 581-2812
or bpvorce@eiu.edu.

DECREASE, from page 1
“Our estimates included declines
pretty close to what we realized so
far this year, so our budget plan was
built to accommodate the declines
we now realize,” he said.
Initiatives to increase enrollment
“We have to turn this boat around
and start back up the enrollment
curve,” Lord said.
As family financial burdens began
to trend upward, the university instituted additional aid opportunities
such as the Panther Promise Scholarship and the Commitment to Excellence merit scholarship.
Incoming students with an annual
household income between $33,000
and $63,000 are eligible for an
award of up to $2,500 through the
Panther Promise Scholarship.
Of about 550 students offered the
scholarship, 384 accepted, Lord said.
Of the 462 students offered a merit scholarship, about 23 percent of
them accepted the award, and they
averaged a 24.2 ACT score.
During the summer, the university also implemented the Summer Institute.
Lord said they focused on identifying high school students with the
educational ability to complete college-level work but seemed to lack
motivation, meaning students with
high test scores but spotty academic records.
He said they identified 52 such
students, who otherwise would have
received a denial letter, and gave
them the chance to pass two classes
worth credit. A small pool of classes were offered, including those required for regular students such
as English 1001 along with a sam-

pling of general education classes to
choose from.
Of the 52 students, 49 succeeded in the program and 46 enrolled at
Eastern as freshmen this year, Lord
said.
“That was a way for us to create a
pathway for students who otherwise
would not have been at Eastern but
who had evidence they could do college-level work,” he said.
Eastern also entered into a one
and a half year contract with the Noel-Levitz enrollment consulting firm
for $167,000. The contact will conclude on June 30.
From the consultants’ 185 recommendations to tactically improve enrollment, recruitment and retention
efforts, Eastern formed the Enrollment Worx committee, which meets
weekly to create implementation
strategies, Lord said.
He said they are also in the process of restructuring the Admissions
Office by appointing an associate director of admissions and improving
overall technology use.
“We did not add positions, but we
reconfigured positions and restructured the office to provide more accountability, more support and more
oversight to their efforts,” he said.
The admissions web page was redesigned, and Lord said they plan to
provide admissions counselors with
territory-management tools where
they will develop data for each territory.
The data would record high school
contacts, inquiries, follow-ups, deposits and enrollments, he said.
Rachel Rodgers can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjrodgers@eiu.edu.

AMANDA WILKINSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Chris and Paul Kolling stand in front of their family home in Charleston. Chris and Paul took part in the Walk to
Wellness program sponsored by the Charleston Parks and Recreation Department.

Paul Kolling said the reason they
started the program was to win the
tickets.
“We do all this exercise anyways,”
he said. “Why not win ball tickets?”
Chris and Paul said the main reason they started walking in the first
place was to keep up with their two
boys, Alec, 6, and Ryan, 9, and to
set an example.
“We felt like we needed to provide a better base for the boys,” Paul
said. “We wanted to show them
that you got to get up and go.”
They said once they started walk-

ing they felt more energized and
had more stamina to get through
the workday.
Despite their normal walking
routine, Chris and Paul said they
had to walk a mile or two more to
stay on track with the program.
To track their miles, Chris and
Paul had to submit self-progress reports to the department.
Paul explained that the progress
report made all the difference for
him and Chris.
“It keeps you honest,” Paul said.
“If you have x miles and it’s the
middle of the month, you have to

kick it up.”
They said they completed somewhere between 280 and 320 miles
in the four months.
Chris and Paul said they plan
to keep walking everyday since the
Walk to Wellness program ended.
“ I f y o u’v e d o n e i t f o r f o u r
months, then why not keep going?”
said Pau,l as Chris nodded in agreement.
Amanda Wilkinson can
be reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.

Have any interesting news tips?
Please let our reporters know...
Call: 581-7942
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For sale

For rent

Secluded, private 2500 square foot
newer country home. Full finished
basement. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths on 4
acres with pond. 1620 square foot
shed. Cumberland county. 20 minutes
from Mattoon, Charleston and Effingham. Call 618-407-1083.
__________________________9/10

Help wanted
Now Hiring. Select Remedy has Spanish and English customer service positions available. Please call
217-345-1303.
___________________________9/6
Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training available. 800-965-6520 ext 239.
_________________________12/10
Avon wants you! Easy earnings. $10
startup. Call today. Marlene Browning. 217-235-6634
_________________________12/10

2 BR apt, 1/2 block to Lantz, includes
cable, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor
___________________________9/7
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @ $440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor.
___________________________9/7
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
___________________________9/7
14000 square foot high cube warehouse for lease. 10 ton rolling crane. 3
truck docks. Offices. Mattoon, Illinois.
Call 618-407-1083.
__________________________9/10
FALL 2012-VERY NICE HOUSE ON 12TH
STREET CAMPUS SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER BEDROOMS, A/C,
WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER, LAWN
SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________9/10

For rent

Sufi Meditation
QSFA.org
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g?

writing columns?

Work at the DEN!
Stop by the newsroom, 1811 Buzzard Hall,
or call 581-2812 to get involved.

For rent

ONE OR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE FOR SPRING 2013 SEMESTER. CALL OR TEXT (217)273-2048.
__________________________9/28
LARGE 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. ALL INCLUSIVE
$390 PER STUDENT. CALL OR TEXT
(217)273-2048.
__________________________9/28
LARGE ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT
STILL AVAILABLE FOR FALL 2012. ALL
INCLUSIVE $600 FOR SINGLE. CALL OR
TEXT (217)273-2048.
__________________________9/28
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________9/28

CURRENTLY AVAILABLE: 3 BED 1205
GRANT/ 2013-2014 1,2,3,4 BED 1812
9TH AND 3 BED 1205/1207 GRANT sammyrentals.com 348-0673/ 549-4011
__________________________9/28
QUIET 2 BR APTS 1305 18TH STR
STOVE, REFRIGERATOR, MICROWAVE,
TRASH PD 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________10/16
2 BR APTS AT 2001 S 12TH STR STOVE,
REFRIGERATOR, MICROWAVE, TRASH
PD 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________10/16
Fall 2013, very nice 1,2,3,4,6,7,8 bedroom houses, town houses, and apts.
available. All excellent locations!
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com.
_________________________10/31

Qadriya Sufi Foundation of America offers the following books
free of cost to encourage spiritual pluralism:

No. 0802

Edited by Will Shortz
ACROSS

hy?

For rent

1.) Imitation of Christ (Christianity)
2.) Dhammapada (Buddhism)
3.) Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna (Hinduism)
4.) Muhammed (Islam)
5.) The Unlimited Merciful : The Life of Arabi (Sufism)

spiritualhealing@qsfa.org

1

photograp
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EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595
__________________________9/20
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________9/20
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BUCHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL
345-1266.
__________________________9/20
3 BR apt available for 2 BR prices 2 BR
apt available for 1 BR prices. Call Buchanan St. Apts 345-1266. Look up on
www.BuchananSt.com
__________________________9/20
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For rent

New 2 and 3 Bedroom dishwasher, refridg, stove, washer/dryer, deck.
276-4509
__________________________9/10
Home For Sale. 3 Bedroom - 2 Bathroom - Living Room - Kitchen - Family
Room - Sun Porch - Two 2 Car Garages
- Hot Water - Heat - AC - Maint. Free Exterior - 1 block from Downtown
Greenup 217-932-3593.
__________________________9/12
3 bedroom 2 bath one block to campus
217-345-9595 EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________9/12
1,2,&3 bedroom units still available.
Furnished and unfurnished. Clean,
close to EIU. No pets. 345-7286. Williams Rentals.
__________________________9/15
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Vulnerable one
“That’s your
offer?!”
Start of a small
sundae
Armpit
Racing legend
who voices a
character in “Cars”
Take turns skiing?
Bean and Combs
Memorable 2011
hurricane
Makes like Chuck
Berry
Dish often served
with hoisin sauce
First name on the
Supreme Court
Exchange units
Kickoff
Get to work?
Like a plane, for
short
Something you
might pick in
Hawaii
Self-gratifying
episode
Response that’s
often doubled
___ Alto
Camera setting
Doodlebug, e.g.
More than shout
Open-___
Platypus-like, in a
way
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Disney character
with long
eyelashes
“Catch Me If You
Can” airline
“That’ll do me”
Presented an
address
Precisely
Revolution brings
it
Sarcastic reply to
the obvious
Somewhat formal
Relatives of
currants
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“___ wise guy,
eh?”
What a keeper
keeps
Annual
conference with
the slogan “Ideas
worth spreading”
Original
Dungeons &
Dragons co.
Go in circles, in a
way?
Classroom writing
#1 Ray Charles
R&B hit “I’ve ___
Woman”
Something short
found in an alley
“Illmatic” and
“Stillmatic”
rapper
Strong, say
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Anne Frank, e.g.
Actress Page of
“Juno”
Together (with)
Kind of session
Word with house
or song
A cinch
Candy man
played by Depp
Photographer
Adams
Piece of fiction
“… ___ saw Elba”
Question of selfdoubt
Give ground-ball
practice, maybe
Hospital divisions
“Oh brother!”

36
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Toast, with “a”
Air force?
Non-deluxe sofa
covering
Monastery
residents who
have not taken
monastic vows
Young Skywalker,
informally
Glue with a
bovine logo
Centerpiece of
many a park
Not so well
stocked
More than
impressed
Raison ___

56

Animal in a
Kipling story

57

One who’s always
looking down

59

One revolution

61

Organ that’s
sensitive to
vibrations

62

Half of MCII

63

Soccer stadium
cry

64

Cobb and
Treadway

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 50
years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/mobilexword for
more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.com/
crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Rolling on floor,
no one’s laughing
In athletics, there is a plethora
of conditioning skills athletes do to
train themselves.
However, very few of those skills
culminate as something athletes are
not only able to do routinely, but
can also take away a valuable lesson
from.
Head coach Kate Price and the
Eastern volleyball squad has found
that formula. After attending team
scrimmages, one particular action
interested me.
I noticed whenever a player
would commit an error, whether it
was a lack of effort when extending for the ball or simply a missed
serve, that player would instantaneously do a somersault from a
standing position.
Once the somersault had been
completed, the player would stand
back up and continue playing.
Every player who committed
an error, immediately completed a
somersault right after.
When I realized the other players
didn’t even acknowledge this when
it occurred, I knew it had to be an
act they were conditioned to do.
That is exactly what it was, too.
Price said she has done this her
whole career, even in her national
championship years at Penn State.
She believes that it teaches players
that even if they don’t put in the effort for the ball, they will have to
afterwards.
“My thought is if they don’t go
for a ball, well you’re still going to
roll for it afterwards to train yourself to go after that ball,” Price said.
“Either way you’re going to roll so
you might as well put the effort out
then and there. If you miss a serve
there has to be some sort of punish-

Anthony Catezone
ment. You have to train yourself to
go, ‘Hey, that’s not acceptable.’”
The players have learned that it is
not acceptable.
Junior outside hitter Reynae
Hutchinson knows that it is a punishment, and said that it has taught
her to take advantage of the chances she gets.
“It’s the mindset that ‘Hey, I
made an error, I need to correct
that the next time,’” Hutchinson
said. “It’s a punishment. As volleyball players we roll enough in games
and in practices, so that one extra roll is that kick in the butt saying, ‘Hey, get your act together, you
really need to step it up the next
chance you get.’”
As a team, the Panthers will get
their next chance this weekend to
improve their non-conference record of 2-4 at the Marquette Ambassador Hotel Golden Eagle Classic Sept. 7-8. Eastern will take on
host Marquette Friday, followed by
Wake Forest later that evening and
then close the tournament against
No. 23 ranked Michigan.
Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

GAROPPOLO, from page 8
As for the confidence level around
the team, Garoppolo said the team is
feeling good about the win over Southern, but realizes that they have much
bigger aspirations for this season.
“I think everyone is feeling really
good,” he said. “It was only one game
and we are happy about it, but we have
to let that game go to the past and we

have to stay hungry and keep looking
forward to the next game.”
Garoppolo and the Panthers will
look to pick up win No. 2 on Saturday
against Western Michigan.
Jordan Pottorff can
be reached at 581-2812
or jbpottorff@eiu.edu.
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Freshman Eric McCausland, an applied engineering and technology major, stands with his brother Ian McCausland, a red-shirt senior kinesiology and sports studies major, after Wednesdays practice.

Brothers play, compete together
By Alex McNamee
Staff Reporter

Eric McCausland is often in his
brother’s shadow.
His brother, Ian, was always the one
beating up on his younger brother as a
kid. Ian was the captain of a better team
at Charleston High School and had
more eye-popping stats.
Now, Ian is the veteran leader of the
college team Eric is a freshman on.
But Eric said he thinks things might
be changing – at least, who’s beating up
who.
“I think it’s turning around,” Eric
joked.
“I don’t know about that,” Ian quickly responded.
Eric will always be the younger
brother, though. When the two were
young, Ian said he’d have to let Eric win
games sometimes to settle him down after temper tantrums.
“It was always a competition between both of us,” Ian said. “He would
freak out a little bit every once in a
while.”
Despite Eric’s frustration’s growing
up, he said he always looked up to his
older brother.
Eric said he learned almost everything about soccer from Ian and always
thought of him as a good role model.

Ian said he’s tried to be as good a role
model as he could. He said he has to
be a good one, especially now that Eric
is on Eastern’s men’s soccer team with
him.
“Him being here now pushes me
more,” Ian said. “I have to step up and
be a leader on this team since I’m a senior and the only kid who has been on
the team for more than two years.”
Ian finished his CHS career with 50
goals and 26 assists and led the Trojans
to the elite eight round of the IHSA
State tournament as a freshman.
After seeing his brother accomplish
so much in high school, Eric said he
knew a lot was expected of him.
“It was definitely motivation and
pressure,” Eric said. “I did as much as
I could.”
He did enough to land a soccer
scholarship at Eastern, which Ian said
was the most important thing.
But who’s the more accomplished
CHS soccer player?
Ian said his team at CHS was better
than Eric’s.
“(Ian’s) probably up there,” Eric said.
But just because Eric had to follow
in Ian’s footsteps doesn’t mean he was
the only one with pressure on him.
“(Eric) worked his butt off,” Ian said.
Once Ian started at Eastern, he knew
there’d be some pressure because of his

last name.
Their dad, Ralph, was a three-time
all-American wrestler at Eastern, a 1989
Eastern Hall of Fame inductee, and
coach of Eastern’s wrestling program for
24 years.
When it came to Eric picking a place
to play college soccer, Ian kept a handsoff approach.
“I let him feel out his own schools
and do what he wanted,” Ian said.
Eric said Eastern always seemed like
the perfect fit for him, even though he
visited other schools.
“I looked at Western Illinois University, but it just didn’t have the feel,” Eric
said.
Eastern was the choice and the
brothers are happy about it because
now they can help each other stay on
top of their games on the field.
“Even (Eric) being a freshman, he’s
still going to say, ‘You’re sucking right
now, pick it up,’” Ian said. “He’s not going to hold back.”
In the end, it comes down to the veteran helping the freshman get ready for
a four-year career at Eastern.
“He’s got to help me out and tell me
what I need to do better,” Eric said.
Alex McNamee can
be reached at 581-2812
or admcnamee@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Cross country will host the Crawford Panther Open this weekend.
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Sophomore prop Ellen Wilson tackles a Quinnipiac ball carrier during the
women's rugby game against Quinnipiac on Saturday at Lakeside Field.
Eastern lost 1 to 2. This resulted in the first lost since 2010.

Team looks to
reclaim streak
Nicholas Ruffolo
Staff Reporter
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Jimmy Garoppolo spins a football in the air after Wednesday's practice. Garoppolo had 5 touchdowns and 369
passing yards against Southern Illinois-Carbondale on Thursday, Aug. 30, one touchdown short of tying Tony
Romo's single game record.

Garoppolo garners awards
Junior quarterback
looks to join ranks
of Eastern greats
By Jordan Pottorff
Sports Editor

Ju n i o r q u a r t e r b a c k J i m m y
Garoppolo had a great start to the
2012 season.
He threw for a career high 369
yards and five touchdowns against
in-state rival Southern IllinoisCarbondale, he was an instrumental part in picking up the first win
in the Dino Babers’ era, and he
garnered national and conference
awards for his season opening performance.
Garoppolo’s big day was capped
off with him winning the FCS National Offensive Performer of the
Week award.
He was also named the Ohio Valley Conference Offensive Player of
the Week.
“It’s exciting,” Garoppolo said.
“It means we are off to a good start.
If I’m getting these awards then that
means our team is doing our job.
Our defense got six turnovers and

“Every week we just need to get
better.”

--Jimmy Garoppolo, quarterback

that helped us out tremendously. I
couldn’t have (received) the awards
without them and everyone else
around me.”
His career performance had him
ranked with some of the best quarterbacks in Eastern history.
His five touchdown passes tied
him with former Panther greats
Steve Turk, Jeff Christensen, Sean
Payton and Tony Romo as the only
quarterbacks to achieve that feat.
His 369-yard passing effort also
ranked among the best in program
history as it ranks inside the top-ten
for passing yards in a single game.
Coming off a career day in the
first game of the season, Garoppolo said it would give him confidence to lead the team throughout
the season.
“It helps,” he said. “I always said
a quarterback’s greatest asset was his
confidence in himself. Right now I
have pretty good confidence in my-

self, and I’m feeling good about everything. I like where this is heading right now.”
To continue his high-level of
play, Garoppolo said he would need
to continue to progress throughout
the season and limit his mistakes.
“In the beginning of the game,
I missed a couple open touchdown
passes, and I was pretty upset with
myself about that,” he said. “Every
week we just need to get better. The
mistakes we made last week we saw
them on film and we know how to
correct them. If we do that stuff we
will be alright.”
When asked about his personal
statistics, Garoppolo said team victories are the most important thing
to him.
“Eleven and 0,” Garoppolo said.
“That’s the number.”
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The only time a loss has any value is
when the team learns from it.
The women’s rugby squad will look
to learn from only their second loss in
almost four seasons and improve their
play for the next match.
That match happens to be on Saturday against the Wisconsin All-Stars.
Stevens Point, Wisc., will play host
to a rugby match pitting the Panthers
against the best rugby players from the
Division II Great Waters Conference.
In their last matchup, back in 2008,
Eastern pulled out a narrow victory
with a 12-10 score at Lakeside Field.
Eastern head coach Frank Graziano remembers the challenge that the Wisconsin all-star team posed in the harsh
conditions.
“It was the first game of the year
and the field wasn’t in good shape,”
Graziano said. “It was at least 100 degrees and neither team was playing
well. We probably used about eight
or 10 subs in that game because it was
just too hot.”
This contest between them will not
be as hot and will be the last match
played in a 7-on-7 format, but it is a
good opportunity for the rugby team
to show they can play with the new
rules.
A hard-fought match last time will
be even more difficult this time with
the rugby sevens format.
This contest will be one to follow
because of what it means for the state
of sevens at Eastern.
Eastern’s last match using rugby sevens against Quinnipiac did not
go as head coach Frank Graziano had
planned, but he promised that the
team would improve their play against

the Wisconsin All-Stars.
“I’m very encouraged individually
that we’ve had a good week of practice
and that we are ready to head down to
Stevens Point,” Graziano said. “I think
we just needed to get the bad game
out of the way.”
One person who did not have the
benefit of those practices is senior
flanker Stefanie Mahan, who is still
out with a facial injury.
Mahan will need to be in the lineup for Eastern to be at its full potential
on Saturday.
In rugby sevens, a solid tackler like
Mahan is crucial in a format where
there is ample field for a player to get
around a defender.
Mahan sat out the match against
Quinnipiac; a match that felt her absence as Quinnipiac outscored Eastern 25-5.
She will be a game-time decision on
Saturday.
“I think she gets her stitches out
in the next couple of days,” Graziano
said. “After that we will get her mouth
guard in and see where it goes.
The player to watch this week is
sophomore center Nia Williams. With
Panther star Lauren Doyle red-shirting, that leaves Williams as the team’s
most exciting player.
Although Quinnipiac held her off
the scoreboard last week, look for this
electric second-year player to bounce
back this time against the Wisconsin
All-Stars.
The Panthers will head to Stevens
Point and face-off at 2 p.m. Saturday
in an attempt to climb back to .500 on
the season.
Nicholas Ruffolo can
be reached at 581-2812
or nfruffolo@eiu.edu

